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Dear Councilman Jones, 

On November 20, Councilmember Squilla introduced Bill No. 251030 amending Chapter 
14-1000 of the Philadelphia Code, which governs the designation and protection of historic 
buildings and districts.  

Although some edits are acceptable or clarifying, many provisions significantly alter how 
designations are initiated, how notice is provided, and how building permit applications are 
handled during the designation process. These changes would meaningfully weaken 
transparency, reduce opportunities for public engagement, and create new barriers to 
designating historic buildings. Without significant revisions to this proposed legislation, 
power will shift toward developers and hamper neighborhoods’ efforts to preserve historic 
properties.  

Attached is a copy of the Preservation Alliance’s analysis of the proposed amendment to 
Philadelphia’s Historic Preservation Ordinance for your review. 

We applaud your past and current efforts to support historic preservation in Roxborough, 
Manayunk, and Wissahickon. Through the demolition moratorium on Ridge Avenue, you 
supported area Civic Associations and residents in creating the Ridge Avenue Roxborough 
Thematic Historic District, which now proudly includes 199 historic parcels.  

We now urge you to oppose the provisions of the proposed legislation that weaken historic 
preservation and work collaboratively with the area Civics, the Department of Planning and 
Development and the preservation community to ensure that any updates enhance the 
City’s ability to protect its significant architectural and cultural heritage. 

Thank you very much for your continued advocacy and support for historic preservation! 

Very truly yours, 

 


